
From:
To: Range, Brent; Jonathan Andrew; Jess, Robert; Reyes, Ernesto
Subject: FW:  - RVG-Borings (Levee North of Santa Ana Refuge)
Date: Tuesday, July 11, 2017 12:58:24 PM

All – I am forwarding the proposed schedule for geotech borings on the levee. Work is scheduled to
start tomorrow morning.
 

From:  
Sent: Tuesday, July 11, 2017 7:45 AM
To: ; 
Cc: ;

 ;
; 

Subject:  - RVG-Borings
 
Hello,
 

The drillers are expected to deploy to the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge levee on Wednesday, July 12th. 
Work is expected to commence as early as 6 AM.  The drilling is expected to continue through

Sunday, July 15th.
 
There will be two drill rigs entering the project area, to include the following vehicles:
 
White 2017 F-250, TX plate 
Grey 2001 International 8100 Tx plate 
Burgundy 2009 F-150 Supercrew
White 2011 F-150 single cab.
 
Employees:
 

 
Mr.  will be the on- site POC . He can be contacted at .
 
A couple of questions:
 

1)       Who will unlock the levee gates?
2)      Is there a preferred route to enter and exit the project site?
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Respectfully,
 

 
 

 | Homeland Security Projects Liaison | Michael Baker International
Phoenix Plaza Tower II, 2929 N. Central Avenue, 8th Floor | Phoenix, AZ 85012 | | [M] 

| www.mbakerintl.com
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From:
To: Jess, Robert; bryan winton@fws.gov; Reyes, Ernesto
Cc: Range, Brent; amy lueders@fws.gov
Subject: Follow-up to CBP/FWS Meeting on September 12th at Santa Ana Refuge
Date: Friday, September 22, 2017 11:44:49 PM

Rob, Bryan, and Ernesto -
 
I wanted to thank you for your time last week to meet and discussed the proposed scope of
environmental surveys. Based on our discussion, I want to clarify a few points regarding the border
wall project at the Santa Ana Refuge. I hope the below information helps clarify the status of the
border/levee wall system project, specifically on the Refuge.
 

1. Border Wall Construction Funding – This Fiscal Year (FY), CBP reprogrammed funding to
conduct activities such as real estate acquisition research, environmental planning, and
architectural/engineering support for new border/levee wall system construction
requirements in the U.S. Border Patrol (USBP) Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Sector.  Funding to
construct border/levee wall system requirements are included in the President’s proposed
Fiscal Year 2018 budget. CBP is currently only funded to execute real estate, environmental
assessment planning, and architectural/engineering design for these requirements.

 

 
3. Funding Availability for Environmental Mitigation – At this time, CBP is only funded to

conduct environmental planning for levee/border wall system requirements. The President’s
proposed FY18 budget includes funding to work with the Department of the Interior (DOI) to
identify environmental impacts from the construction of levee/border wall systems and
execute appropriate environmental mitigation. CBP will continue to coordinate with US Fish
and Wildlife Services on each project to develop appropriate mitigation strategies that are
based on measured environmental impacts and are an effective use of available funds.

 
I appreciate the continued dialogue. Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to
discuss further.
 
Thank you,
 

Real Estate and Environmental Branch Chief
Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office
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24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
Phone: 
Cell: 
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From:
To: Jonathan Andrew; Mary Anderson
Cc:
Subject: RE: press inquiry on environmental mitigation projects on the border, from EcoAmericas reporter
Date: Monday, December 19, 2016 1:30:10 PM

Thanks Jon and Mary. We will let you know if we need any detailed information
 
From: Andrew, Jonathan [mailto:jonathan_andrew@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2016 10:16 AM
To: Mary Anderson <mary_anderson@fws.gov>
Cc: 

Subject: Re: press inquiry on environmental mitigation projects on the border, from EcoAmericas
reporter
 
Thanks Mary - will defer to CBP on this - we may be past her deadline?
 
 
On Mon, Dec 19, 2016 at 1:07 PM, Mary Anderson <mary_anderson@fws.gov> wrote:

Good morning Jon and   I can provide a written summary of the conservation actions and
how much was spent on each action if you wish.  I will be in the office today and tomorrow then
off-line (traveling) until next Tue (Dec 27). 
 
Please let me know if there is anything you need me to provide this reporter. 
 
She did contact my office but I wanted to know what CBP and Jon wanted before contacting her
directly.  I would prefer to provide either Jon or CBP the information vice contacting her directly. 
 
Mary Anderson
Region 2 Ecological Services
Mary_anderson@fws.gov
505-248-6403
500 Gold Ave,
Albuquerque NM 87102
 
From: Andrew, Jonathan [mailto:jonathan_andrew@ios.doi.gov] 
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2016 10:41 AM
To: ; Mary Anderson
Cc: 
Subject: Re: press inquiry on environmental mitigation projects on the border, from EcoAmericas
reporter
 
This all looks pretty accurate - it was 17.8 million total and all of it has been spent.  Looking
at the emails we may be past here deadline for filing but Mary and I can help if there is
something we can do.
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From:  
Sent: Monday, December 19, 2016 8:17 AM
To: 

Subject: FW: press inquiry on environmental mitigation projects on the border, from EcoAmericas
reporter
 
Good Morning, Happy Holidays ladies.
 
We received the request below late Friday, the reporter gave us a very tight deadline and we
asked for more time to work with this. Can you point me in the right direction?
 
Is this for us or USACE?
 
VR

 
From:  
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2016 12:27 PM
To: CBP Media Relations <CBPMediaRelations@cbp.dhs.gov>
Subject: Fwd: press inquiry on environmental mitigation projects on the border, from
EcoAmericas reporter

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b)(6);(b

(b) (6)

(b) (5)





 
 

 
--
Jon Andrew 
Interagency Borderlands Coordinator 
Office of the Secretary
Department of the Interior
 
202-208-7431
202-320-0718 (cell)

 
--
Jon Andrew 
Interagency Borderlands Coordinator 
Office of the Secretary
Department of the Interior
 
202-208-7431
202-320-0718 (cell)



From: Reyes, Ernesto
To:
Cc: Winton, Bryan; Scot Edler; ; Dawn Whitehead
Subject: Re: CBP Scope of Work for Biological and Cultural Surveys for your review
Date: Wednesday, September 06, 2017 8:11:39 AM
Attachments: Botanist List.doc

Here is the botanist list that we use for South Texas.

Thanks,

Ernesto

Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338

On Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 4:33 PM, 
< > wrote:

Thanks Ernesto. A list would be appreciated. We plan to use one of the firms we
regularly use for work in this region.

 

Look forward to seeing you next week.

 

 

 

, PMP, CEP
Sr. Environmental Specialist

LMI Government Consulting
Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO)
Facilities Management and Engineering

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1555, Mailstop 1102
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Washington, DC 20229

Mobile:  

Mobile: 

Excel as a trusted strategic partner enhancing Border Patrol's proud legacy

 

From: Reyes, Ernesto [mailto:ernesto_reyes@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 4:16 PM
To: >
Cc: Winton, Bryan <bryan_winton@fws.gov>; Scot Edler <scot_edler@fws.gov>; 

; Dawn Whitehead <dawn_gardiner@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: CBP Scope of Work for Biological and Cultural Surveys for your review

 

 

Just a suggestion that the person doing the plant identification
hopefully be someone with local plant expertise would be
helpful especially if the time of season is not during the
flowering season when plants are very difficult to identify.
We can provide you with a list of botanists that know the
local fauna if requested.
 

 

Ernesto

Ernesto Reyes

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office

3325 Green Jay Rd

Alamo, Texas 78516
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Tel:956-784-7560

Fax:956-787-8338

 

On Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 2:15 PM, 
> wrote:

I’m coming in on Monday (not sure what time yet), will be at the meetings on
Tuesday (Tuesday afternoon we will be at the Refuge based on the last agenda I
saw), and then providing NEPA training to some agents on Wednesday (not sure
what time yet, it’s not my regular BMP training just some generic environmental
training to get new team members aware of requirements), and then home on
Thursday.   will be with me at the meeting on Tuesday.

 

 

 

 

, PMP, CEP
Sr. Environmental Specialist

LMI Government Consulting
Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO)
Facilities Management and Engineering

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1555, Mailstop 1102

Washington, DC 20229

Mobile:  

Mobile:  

Excel as a trusted strategic partner enhancing Border Patrol's proud legacy

 

From: Winton, Bryan [mailto:bryan_winton@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 2:14 PM
To: >
Cc: Ernesto Reyes <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>; Scot Edler <scot_edler@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: CBP Scope of Work for Biological and Cultural Surveys for your review
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You are down next Tuesday or today?  How many days will
you be here for?

bryan

 

 

On Tue, Sep 5, 2017 at 1:00 PM, 
> wrote:

Bryan,

I have updated the SOW based on your emails regarding butterflies, birds,
turtles, and snakes as well as the mapping of trees within the project area.  The
revised section is shown below. I’m sending this ahead for your review and look
forward to any additional comments you may have on the scope of the baseline
surveys.

 

See you Tuesday!!!
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, PMP, CEP
Sr. Environmental Specialist

LMI Government Consulting
Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO)
Facilities Management and Engineering

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1555, Mailstop 1102

Washington, DC 20229
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Facilities Management and Engineering

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1555, Mailstop 1102

Washington, DC 20229

Mobile:  

Mobile:  

Excel as a trusted strategic partner enhancing Border Patrol's proud legacy

 

From: Winton, Bryan [mailto:bryan winton@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 9:47 AM
To: >
Subject: Re: CBP Scope of Work for Biological and Cultural Surveys for your
review

 

I received some feedback from other staff about the
biological and cultural resource surveys proposed. 
The biological surveys include primarily vegetation. 
Will the surveyors note birds or butterflies present
in the survey area, so there is documentation of the
number and type of species likely to be impacted
from the project?  Also, snakes and turtles may be
encountered during the surveys.  Reportedly, there
are some butterfly species that are low-flying
species, that could potentially be impacted by a 16'
concrete wall with 12-18' bollards atop it.  Ernesto
Reyes is looking into which species this could
impact.

 

Have you spoken to Rob Jess about these surveys? 
Will you wait to conduct these surveys til an

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)

(b)(6);(b)(7)(C)



Environmental Waiver is signed or will you be
contacting us to consider allowing these in the near
future?

 

bryan

 

 

On Thu, Aug 10, 2017 at 9:35 AM, 
> wrote:

Scot, and Bryan,

 has asked me to draft an SOW for conducting the
baseline cultural and biological surveys within the proposed
project area of the levee wall within the Santa Anna Refuge.  The
project area will include the area starting at the river side of the
levee wall and extending  horizontally towards the river.
All of the area within this footprint will be included in the surveys.
Our intent is to gather all baseline information regarding
vegetation, habitat, cultural resources, and wetlands within that
project area.

 

Can you please review the scope language below and let me know
if there are any additional surveys or revisions we need to include
in the scope?  I didn’t include the details for the wetlands and
cultural surveys since these have standard scope language but I
did include the biological survey language for your review. We
want to make sure we develop the scope to include the types of
surveys and information needed. 

 

If you have any questions please contact me at any time.
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, PMP, CEP
Sr. Environmental Specialist

LMI Government Consulting
Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO)
Facilities Management and Engineering

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Suite 1555, Mailstop 1102

Washington, DC 20229

Mobile:  

Mobile:  

Excel as a trusted strategic partner enhancing Border Patrol's proud
legacy

 

 

--

Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
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Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge

Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516

(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell

bryan_winton@fws.gov

 

--

Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 

Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge

Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516

(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell

bryan_winton@fws.gov

 





From: Winton, Bryan
To: ; Rob Jess
Subject: Re: Possible Site Meeting at Santa Ana Refuge
Date: Friday, June 30, 2017 3:39:47 PM

We can handle 30 people, no problem.  
bryan

On Fri, Jun 30, 2017 at 2:29 PM, > wrote:

Rob – We are set for out meeting on the 6th at 8:30AM (invite sent). We will likely provide an
agenda this afternoon. We will be including the US Army Corps of Engineers and the design
contractor in the meeting. I believe , the Communications Director for RGV sector
(copied here) had reached out to you regarding meeting space at the refuge and I wanted to
confirm there is adequate space. We are still confirming the number of persons that will be
attending from the CBP, USACE, and design contractor side but can you please let us know if there
will be any issues with accommodating possibly up to 30 persons.

 

Thank you.

 

From: Jess, Robert [mailto:robert_jess@fws.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 6:28 AM
To: >
Cc: Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>; Jonathan Andrew
<Jonathan Andrew@ios.doi.gov>; kelly mcdowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>; Dawn Whitehead
<dawn gardiner@fws.gov>; Range, Brent <brent_range@nps.gov>
Subject: Re: Possible Site Meeting at Santa Ana Refuge

 

I'm available on July 6th...

rob

 

On Mon, Jun 19, 2017 at 11:59 PM, >
wrote:

Rob and Ernesto – We are now looking at a meeting date of July 6th at the refuge. The meeting
would involve driving and walking the levee area adjacent to the refuge to identify areas that
could affect design and receive your input and recommendations. Please let me know if you are

available on July 6th.
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Thank you,

 

 

From: Reyes, Ernesto [mailto:ernesto_reyes@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 5:06 AM
To: 
Cc: Jess, Robert; Jonathan Andrew; kelly mcdowell; Dawn Whitehead

Subject: Re: Possible Site Meeting at Santa Ana Refuge

 

I'm available either day.

 

Ernesto

 

On Wed, May 17, 2017 at 5:53 PM, >
wrote:

Rob and Ernesto – We were hoping to have our design contractor on board this week so that
we could proceed with this meeting and unfortunately there has been a delay. We are now

looking at June 7th or 8th. Would you both have availability on either of those dates?

 

Thank you.

 

From: Jess, Robert [mailto:robert_jess@fws.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 10, 2017 1:09 PM
To: >
Cc: Reyes, Ernesto <ernesto_reyes@fws.gov>; Jonathan Andrew
<Jonathan Andrew@ios.doi.gov>; kelly mcdowell <kelly_mcdowell@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Possible Site Meeting at Santa Ana Refuge
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It looks like Ernesto and I are available to meet with you on Thursday, May 25th. We
can meet here at Santa Ana and go from there?  Let us know a time and we'll see you
then.

rob

 

On Tue, May 9, 2017 at 3:28 PM, >
wrote:

Rob – Just circling back with you on the below email regarding your availability for a

planning meeting on Thursday May 25th. Please let me know if you have availability.

 

Thank you,

 

 

From: Reyes, Ernesto [mailto:ernesto_reyes@fws.gov] 
Sent: Friday, May 05, 2017 7:01 AM
To: >
Cc: robert jess@fws.gov; Jonathan Andrew <Jonathan_Andrew@ios.doi.gov>
Subject: Re: Possible Site Meeting at Santa Ana Refuge

 

 

It was good meeting you and placing a face with the name, and glad that you were
able to attend the meeting. I am available on the 25th or any other day of that week
for now. Rob is off today, but will be in on Monday to respond.

 

 

Ernesto

 

On Thu, May 4, 2017 at 6:22 PM, 
> wrote:
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Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office

3325 Green Jay Rd

Alamo, Texas 78516

Tel:956-784-7560

Fax:956-787-8338

 

--

robert jess

project leader

south texas refuge complex

alamo, texas

 

--

Ernesto Reyes

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Texas DOI State Border Coordinator

Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office

3325 Green Jay Rd

Alamo, Texas 78516

Tel:956-784-7560

Fax:956-787-8338

 



--

robert jess

project leader

south texas refuge complex

alamo, texas

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan_winton@fws.gov







From: Gower, Patrick
To:
Cc: Zoutendyk, David; Goebel, Karen
Subject: Re: Upcoming border wall locations
Date: Wednesday, May 24, 2017 12:30:20 PM

Thanks for the information. Can you provide a map of the locations and the
anticipated schedule. This will help us to ensure that if further consultation is
needed it can be done as effiently as possible.
thx

Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
(760) 431-9440 ext 352

On Tue, May 23, 2017 at 5:01 PM, >
wrote:

Hi Pat,

The plan is to build the border fence prototypes in an approximately 120’ by 1,000’ project area
on the border in the alignment of the secondary border fence east of the Otay Mesa Port of Entry
(POE).  A number of different prototypes would be built between the current eastern terminus of
the secondary border fence and the SDG&E pump station.  The project area is on CBP owned land
and has been completely previously disturbed as the result of construction, maintenance, and
operation of the secondary and primary border fences and border roads.  Mock ups of the
prototypes would also be installed and tested on an asphalt parking lot at the fully developed San
Diego Sector maintenance support facility on Pogo Row. 

 

Resource surveys would be done out of an abundance of caution and we would consult and
develop avoidance measures as necessary.  Standard construction BMPs and storm water controls
would be implemented to ensure construction activities wouldn’t impact adjacent undisturbed
areas or nearby sensitive resources.  Let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.

 

Regards,

 

From: Gower, Patrick [mailto:patrick_gower@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2017 1:30 PM
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To: >
Cc: Zoutendyk, David <david_zoutendyk@fws.gov>; Goebel, Karen <karen_goebel@fws.gov>
Subject: Upcoming border wall locations

 

Has CBP determined where they intend on having the border fence mock ups
placed? The attached article says Otay mesa on federal land. Much of the
federal land on Otay has sensitive species on it so has CBP looked at what
resources could be impacted by building of the prototypes and what measures
may be needed to avoid these resources?

 

 

Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office

(760) 431-9440 ext 352
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OFAM/FM&E/BPAM

BB:  or C: 

 

“…information sharing is caring….”
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When: Tuesday, June 13, 2017 2:00 PM-2:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: 
Importance: High

 

 

An agenda, updated POC list and sample public affairs guidance are forthcoming. Please let us
know if there are other external, public, and/or Congressional affairs POCs that should be
included.

 

 

 

 

 

--

Aislinn Maestas

Public Affairs Specialist

External Affairs

Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service

Phone: 505-248-6599

aislinn_maestas@fws.gov

 

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov
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Cc: 

Subject: RE: Notes from last week
Importance: High

 

Hi Aislinn –

 

Thank you for your time yesterday. Per our discussion, please let me know if the below statement
works for now FWS’ responses to media inquiries. I am sure we’ll be coordinating on additional
messaging soon.

 

Thanks,

 

PROPOSED USFWS RESPONSE:

 

From: Maestas, Aislinn [mailto:aislinn_maestas@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2017 11:39 AM
To: >
Subject: Notes from last week

 

Good morning 

 

I was on work travel in Denver last week and unable to make the coordination call. I am
wondering if you have notes to share from the call so I can get up to speed on the latest
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information that has been shared, particularly as it relates to the TX project.

 

Thank you,

- Aislinn

 

--

Aislinn Maestas

Public Affairs Specialist

External Affairs

Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service

Phone: 505-248-6599

aislinn_maestas@fws.gov

 

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov







 

From: Gower, Patrick [mailto:patrick_gower@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2017 6:12 PM
To
Cc: 

>; Zoutendyk, David <david_zoutendyk@fws.gov>; Mendel Stewart
<mendel_stewart@fws.gov>; Goebel, Karen <karen_goebel@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: CBP/FWS Coordination Meeting in Imperial Beach July 13th

 

Can you please provide some of the specifics of the meeting such as where
are we meeting, what specifically will we discuss and will we be conduting a
site visit.  Please forward any backround information if you have any. We
have a few of people who would like to attend; how much room do we have? 

thanks

 

Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office

(760) 431-9440 ext 352

 

On Fri, Jul 7, 2017 at 2:21 PM, > wrote:

Patrick – CBP is planning for a coordination meeting related to a fence replacement
project in San Diego on July 13th. We are attempting to reach out to the appropriate
persons from Fish and Wildlife to invite them to the meeting. The purpose of the
meeting is to inform FWS of the project and begin our environmental planning process.
We have reached out to Mendel Stewart but wanted to also check with you as to
whether you or someone else from your office would be available to participate. Please
let us know if we should reach out to anyone else in Carlsbad.

 

Thank you,
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Real Estate and Environmental Branch Chief

Border Patrol and Air & Marine

Program Management Office

24000 Avila Road, Suite 5020

Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Phone: 

Cell

 

(This message is for the designated recipient only and may contain privileged,
proprietary, or otherwise private information. If you have received it in error, please
notify the sender immediately and delete the original. Any other use of the email by you
is prohibited.)

 

 

 

--

Mendel Stewart

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office

Field Supervisor

2177 Salk Avenue, Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA 92008

760-431-9440 x211 office

 mobile

mendel_stewart@fws.gov
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http://www.fws.gov/carlsbad/

 

Region 8 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/usfwspacificsouthwest

 

Region 8 Twitter page: https://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest

 

-- 
Mendel Stewart
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
Field Supervisor
2177 Salk Avenue, Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008
760-431-9440 x211 office

 mobile
mendel_stewart@fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/carlsbad/

Region 8 Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/usfwspacificsouthwest

Region 8 Twitter page: https://twitter.com/USFWSPacSWest
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Hi Aislinn –

 

Thank you for your time yesterday. Per our discussion, please let me know if the below statement
works for now FWS’ responses to media inquiries. I am sure we’ll be coordinating on additional
messaging soon.

 

Thanks,

 

PROPOSED USFWS RESPONSE:

 

From: Maestas, Aislinn [mailto:aislinn_maestas@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 17, 2017 11:39 AM
To: 
Subject: Notes from last week

 

Good morning 

 

I was on work travel in Denver last week and unable to make the coordination call. I am
wondering if you have notes to share from the call so I can get up to speed on the latest
information that has been shared, particularly as it relates to the TX project.

 

Thank you,

- Aislinn
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--

Aislinn Maestas

Public Affairs Specialist

External Affairs

Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service

Phone: 505-248-6599

aislinn_maestas@fws.gov

 

-- 
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov



From: Reyes, Ernesto
To: Winton, Bryan
Cc: ; Rob Jess; Scot Edler;  Dawn Whitehead
Subject: Re: Border Wall Levee Ramps
Date: Wednesday, July 12, 2017 9:19:06 AM

It's an excellent option to consider. In case of a flood like we had in 2010, the gates
should be open to let wildlife escape to the north side of the levee.

Ernesto

On Mon, Jul 10, 2017 at 3:47 PM, Winton, Bryan <bryan_winton@fws.gov> wrote:

During the site visit on Santa Ana (IBWC Levee) on July 6, it was brought up about
additional border wall impacts resulting from future flooding, in the event the
remaining Hidalgo County levee receives Border Wall construction.  Since border
wall would be on the south side of the IBWC levee, during any future flooding
events, terrestrial animals would have no high ground to flee to during flood,
except for the levee ramps.  Attached are 3 levee ramp photos, taken from the
south viewing north, from existing border wall segements on the Abrams Tract, La
Parida Banco Tract, and Madero Tract (all 3 LRGV NWR tracts in Hidalgo county).

Upon viewing the attached photos, our request would be to considerably expand
the footprint of the vehicle ramp which would afford terrestrial wildlife more space
to flee to in the event of a future flood.  Given a future flood, no vehicles would be
accessing across the border wall since the area would be under water.  Therefore,
the ramps will be the only refugia wildlife has in the event of future floods.  The
alternative is wildlife dies and washes downstream.  We can discuss this further at
your convenience.

Sincerely,

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan winton@fws.gov

-- 
Ernesto Reyes
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Texas DOI State Border Coordinator
Alamo Ecological Service Sub-Office
3325 Green Jay Rd
Alamo, Texas 78516
Tel:956-784-7560
Fax:956-787-8338
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From: Jess, Robert
To: ; Bryan Winton
Cc: Wagner, Derick; ; 
Subject: Re:  RFI
Date: Monday, September 25, 2017 8:09:19 AM

I'll forward to Bryan Winton, the refuge manager for the areas in question to assess.  We'll get
back to you all shortly.  Also in regard to the proposed fence location at Santa Ana Refuge, we
are interested in design work similar to what has been done at Southmost College (not sure if
its still named that?) where its not this brown structure but has been instead "beautified" to
better blend in with the surroundings of the college?
Thanks, 
robert

On Fri, Sep 22, 2017 at 8:27 AM, > wrote:

Mr. Jess,

 

We are working on the designs for the levee wall and have a few questions about the
existing culverts and standpipes that would be impacted by the proposed construction. If you
and your team would please review and  provide answers to the attached it would be greatly
appreciated.

 

V/r,

 

, P.E. LEED AP BD+C

Program Manager

Border Patrol & Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO)

Facilities Management & Engineering

Mobile: 

 

-- 
robert jess
project leader
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south texas refuge complex
alamo, texas





Sent: Monday, July 10, 2017 4:47:31 PM
To:
Cc: Rob Jess; Ernesto Reyes; Scot Edler
Subject: Border Wall Levee Ramps

During the site visit on Santa Ana (IBWC Levee) on July 6, it was brought up about
additional border wall impacts resulting from future flooding, in the event the remaining
Hidalgo County levee receives Border Wall construction.  Since border wall would be on the
south side of the IBWC levee, during any future flooding events, terrestrial animals would
have no high ground to flee to during flood, except for the levee ramps.  Attached are 3
levee ramp photos, taken from the south viewing north, from existing border wall segements
on the Abrams Tract, La Parida Banco Tract, and Madero Tract (all 3 LRGV NWR tracts in
Hidalgo county).

Upon viewing the attached photos, our request would be to considerably expand the
footprint of the vehicle ramp which would afford terrestrial wildlife more space to flee to in
the event of a future flood.  Given a future flood, no vehicles would be accessing across the
border wall since the area would be under water.  Therefore, the ramps will be the only
refugia wildlife has in the event of future floods.  The alternative is wildlife dies and washes
downstream.  We can discuss this further at your convenience.

Sincerely,

--
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan_winton@fws.gov<mailto:bryan_winton@fws.gov><mailto:bry
an_winton@fws.gov<mailto:bryan_winton@fws.gov>>

--
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan_winton@fws.gov<mailto:bryan_winton@fws.gov>

-- 
Bryan R. Winton, Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Lower Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge
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3325 Green Jay Road, Alamo, Texas 78516
(956) 784-7521 office;   (956) 874-4304 cell
bryan_winton@fws.gov









From:
To: Patrick Gower@fws.gov
Cc: Zoutendyk  David; Goebel  Karen; 
Subject: FW: Upcoming border wall locations
Date: Thursday, June 01, 2017 5:46:22 PM

Hi Pat,
This information is For Official Use Only and I ask that you keep the information internal until we have developed our planning document. 
 
Here is an aerial showing the proposed project locations.
 

 
Here is an aerial showing the prototype construction area on Otay Mesa in greater detail.
 

 
The construction of the prototypes is currently scheduled to occur in September with the testing of the mockups happening at the same time or shortly
after in October.
 
Regards,

 
From: Gower, Patrick [mailto:patrick gower@fws gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 24, 2017 9:30 AM
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To: 
Cc: Zoutendyk, David <david zoutendyk@fws.gov>; Goebel, Karen <karen goebel@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: Upcoming border wall locations
 
Thanks for the information. Can you provide a map of the locations and the anticipated schedule. This will help us to ensure
that if further consultation is needed it can be done as effiently as possible.
thx

 

Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
(760) 431-9440 ext 352
 
On Tue, May 23, 2017 at 5:01 PM, > wrote:

Hi Pat,
The plan is to build the border fence prototypes in an approximately 120’ by 1,000’ project area on the border in the alignment of the secondary border
fence east of the Otay Mesa Port of Entry (POE).  A number of different prototypes would be built between the current eastern terminus of the
secondary border fence and the SDG&E pump station.  The project area is on CBP owned land and has been completely previously disturbed as the result
of construction, maintenance, and operation of the secondary and primary border fences and border roads.  Mock ups of the prototypes would also be
installed and tested on an asphalt parking lot at the fully developed San Diego Sector maintenance support facility on Pogo Row. 
 
Resource surveys would be done out of an abundance of caution and we would consult and develop avoidance measures as necessary.  Standard
construction BMPs and storm water controls would be implemented to ensure construction activities wouldn’t impact adjacent undisturbed areas or
nearby sensitive resources.  Let me know if you have any questions.  Thanks.
 
Regards,

 
From: Gower, Patrick [mailto:patrick gower@fws.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2017 1:30 PM
To: >
Cc: Zoutendyk, David <david zoutendyk@fws gov>; Goebel, Karen <karen goebel@fws.gov>
Subject: Upcoming border wall locations
 
Has CBP determined where they intend on having the border fence mock ups placed? The attached article says Otay mesa
on federal land. Much of the federal land on Otay has sensitive species on it so has CBP looked at what resources could be
impacted by building of the prototypes and what measures may be needed to avoid these resources?
 
 

Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
(760) 431-9440 ext 352
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From:
To: Gower, Patrick
Cc: Zoutendyk, David; Goebel, Karen; Dobson, Cheryll
Subject: RE: Sensitive Species Survey results for the Border Wall Prototype Construction
Date: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 6:24:40 PM
Attachments: SDC RPT Border Wall Prototype Biological Resources Letter DRAFT.pdf

Hi Pat,
Attached is the draft survey letter report.  There will be a final report with some minor
administrative changes and additional species background information.  Please do not share the
report with anyone outside Fish and Wildlife Service.  Thank you.
 
Regards,

 
 

Environmental Protection Specialist
Real Estate, Environmental, and Leasing Division
Border Patrol and Air and Marine Program Management Office
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Office: 
Mobile: 

 
From: Gower, Patrick [mailto:patrick_gower@fws.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2017 7:25 AM
To >
Cc: Zoutendyk, David <david_zoutendyk@fws.gov>; Goebel, Karen <karen_goebel@fws.gov>;
Dobson, Cheryll <cheryll.dobson@sol.doi.gov>
Subject: Sensitive Species Survey results for the Border Wall Prototype Construction
 

Please forward as soon as you can the survey reports completed by GSRC and
referenced in your September 25, 2017 Memorandum Construction and
Evaluation of Border Wall Prototypes, U.S. Border Patrol, San Diego Sector,
California 
 
Patrick Gower
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
(760) 431-9440 ext 352
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From:
To:  Newell, Russell
Cc: ; "Maestas, Aislinn"

; Jonathan Andrew; Range, Brent; ;

Subject: DHS/DOI Messaging Coordination
Date: Wednesday, August 02, 2017 12:05:51 PM
Attachments: PAG Border Wall Waiver FINAL.DOC

DOI Statement SDC Waiver DRAFT 080217.doc
Importance: High

 and Russell –
 
Thank you for your time yesterday. Per our discussion on the outreach call, attached is the draft DOI
waiver statement that has been reviewed by our Office of Chief Counsel. I’ve also attached the most
up to date draft of the public affairs guidance. My understanding is that this is being updated as
needed and by the Department.
 
We discussed additional coordination with the Department to coordinate messaging efforts.
 

 – Please advise on next steps to ensure DOI is connected with the appropriate DHS POCs for
this effort.
 
All – Please let us know what you might need from us to facilitate further.
 
Thanks,

 
 
 

, BPAM PMO Communications
 
Kearns & West supporting
OFAM/FM&E/BPAM
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From:
To: Maestas, Aislinn
Cc:  

 
Subject: RGV Wall Protests Messaging
Date: Monday, August 07, 2017 9:26:16 AM
Importance: High

Aislinn –  Thank you for your voicemail. Pardon the delay in getting back to you. I’ve copied CBP’s
OPA HQ Southwest Border Media Division Branch Chief , the RGV Sector PAO ,
USBP RGV Sector Communications Director , and USACE Fort Worth District PAO 

 to discuss a coordinated wall messaging strategy.
 

 – Does RGV have any statements or language related to inquiries about the planned
protests at the Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge on August 12? If not, do you think we can
coordinate a statement or two between CBP, USACE, & USFWS? 

Please let me know if I should schedule a quick call today or tomorrow to discuss.
 
Thanks,

 
 

, BPAM PMO Communications
 
Kearns & West supporting
OFAM/FM&E/BPAM
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From:
To: ; Jonathan

Andrew; 
 "Swift, Heather"; "Virginia Johnson"; "Maureen Foster"; "Harry Humbert";

"Laura Rigas"; "Pamela Barkin"; "Micah Chambers"; "Casey Hammond"; "Joy Nicholopoulos";
"  

 
"Maestas, Aislinn"; Brent Range; ; 

 Newell, Russell
Cc:

 Range, Brent; 

Subject: RE: External Stakeholder Public & Congressional Affairs Coordination
Date: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 1:44:02 PM
Attachments: FWS TPs RGV Santa Ana NWR Border Wall 081817 CBP CLEAN REVISIONS.DOCX

External Congressional Public Affairs Agenda 082217 & Meeting Notes 080817.docx

Good afternoon –

Please find an agenda attached for our discussion.

Thanks,

<<External Congressional Public Affairs Agenda 082217 & Meeting Notes 080817.docx>>

<<FWS TPs_RGV Santa Ana NWR Border Wall _081817_CBP CLEAN REVISIONS.DOCX>>

-----Original Appointment-----
From: 
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2017 4:24 PM
To: 

; Jonathan Andrew; ,
;

'Swift, Heather'; 'Virginia Johnson'; 'Maureen Foster'; 'Harry Humbert'; 'Laura Rigas'; 'Pamela
Barkin'; 'Micah Chambers'; 'Casey Hammond'; 'Joy Nicholopoulos';

; ,

 'Maestas, Aislinn'; Brent Range;
; 

Cc: ;

; Range, Brent; 

Subject: External Stakeholder Public & Congressional Affairs Coordination
When: Tuesday, August 22, 2017 2:00 PM-2:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
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Where: 

Good afternoon – Please find an agenda attached for our call.
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From:
To: "Swift, Heather"; "Virginia Johnson"; "Maureen Foster"; "Harry Humbert"; "Laura Rigas"; "Pamela Barkin"; "Micah

Chambers"; "Casey Hammond"; "Joy Nicholopoulos"; ; 
;

Cc:
Subject: Public & Congressional Affairs Coordination
Start: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:00:00 PM
End: Tuesday, June 06, 2017 2:30:00 PM
Location:
Attachments: Public Congressional Affairs Working Group Agenda 052217.docx
Importance: High

Good morning, We’re adjusting the time to accommodate those on the west coast. I apologize for not considering the time difference. I hope this time
works for everyone! 

Thanks,
 

Good afternoon, 

CBP’s Border Patrol and Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO) would like to begin a weekly reoccurring meeting starting
Monday, May 22. Our goal is to develop a streamlined process for RFIs, provide public affairs/messaging guidance, and share important program and
project information/updates. Our understanding is that you are the points of contact for media and congressional coordination for IBWC, DOI/USFWS,
USACE, and DOJ. 

Please find an agenda attached for our first call. We also included a table with information for each participant to populate. If possible, please send me
your information and we will circulate a POC list. If there are others that are involved with coordinating external outreach or messaging for your
agency, please feel free to share their information so that they can be added to the meeting invitation. 

Thank you for your patience as we coordinate our communications and outreach efforts. We looking forward to the continued dialogue; please let me
know if you have any questions! 

Thanks, 

 

 

<<Public Congressional Affairs Working Group_Agenda_052217.docx>> 
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From:
To:

 "Swift, Heather"; "Virginia Johnson"; "Maureen Foster"; "Harry
Humbert"; "Laura Rigas"; "Pamela Barkin"; "Micah Chambers"; "Casey Hammond"; "Joy Nicholopoulos";

Cc:

Subject: Canceled: Public & Congressional Affairs Coordination
Attachments: Public Congressional Affairs Working Group Agenda 052217.docx
Importance: High

Good morning, We’re adjusting the time to accommodate those on the west coast. I apologize for not considering the time difference. I hope this time
works for everyone! 

Thanks,
 

Good afternoon, 

CBP’s Border Patrol and Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO) would like to begin a weekly reoccurring meeting starting
Monday, May 22. Our goal is to develop a streamlined process for RFIs, provide public affairs/messaging guidance, and share important program and
project information/updates. Our understanding is that you are the points of contact for media and congressional coordination for IBWC, DOI/USFWS,
USACE, and DOJ. 

Please find an agenda attached for our first call. We also included a table with information for each participant to populate. If possible, please send me
your information and we will circulate a POC list. If there are others that are involved with coordinating external outreach or messaging for your
agency, please feel free to share their information so that they can be added to the meeting invitation. 

Thank you for your patience as we coordinate our communications and outreach efforts. We looking forward to the continued dialogue; please let me
know if you have any questions! 

Thanks, 

 

 

<<Public Congressional Affairs Working Group_Agenda_052217.docx>> 
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From:
To: Range, Brent; Newell, Russell
Cc: "Maestas, Aislinn"; Keenan adams@fws.gov;  Jonathan

Andrew
Subject: FW: RGV Wall +TI Maintenance & Repair Work Today-Next Week
Date: Monday, August 21, 2017 11:36:33 AM
Attachments: FWS TPs RGV Santa Ana NWR Border Wall 081817 CBP CLEAN REVISIONS.DOCX

Hi Brent, Russell –
 
Please see the attached statement cleared by CBP’s OPA. 
 
 

From: ] 
Sent: Friday, August 18, 2017 2:47 PM
To: Maestas, Aislinn <aislinn_maestas@fws.gov>
Cc: Keenan Adams <keenan_adams@fws.gov>; 

 

Subject: RE: RGV Wall +TI Maintenance & Repair Work Today-Next Week
 
Good afternoon Aislinn and Keenan –
 
Please find a few minor reviews to the talking points you provided earlier this week. Thank you for
the opportunity to review and let us know if you have any questions.
 
Have a great weekend.
 

 

M: 

 
 
 
From: Maestas, Aislinn [mailto:aislinn maestas@fws.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, August 17, 2017 5:15 PM
To: 
Cc: Keenan Adams <keenan adams@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: RGV Wall +TI Maintenance & Repair Work Today-Next Week
 
Good afternoon ,
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Just checking the status on this. I am out of the office tomorrow. If you do hear back from
your front office, can you please coordinate with my supervisor, Keenan Adams (cc'd here), so
we can get them out to our staff in the field?
 
Thank you,
- Aislinn
 
On Thu, Aug 17, 2017 at 7:51 AM, >
wrote:

Hi Aislinn –
 
These look great! I am making a few minor comments and forwarding to our front office for
concurrence. I will emphasize that we need the green light by COB tomorrow.
 
Thanks,

 

M: 

 
 
 
From: Maestas, Aislinn [mailto:aislinn maestas@fws.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2017 3:44 PM
To: >
Subject: Re: RGV Wall +TI Maintenance & Repair Work Today-Next Week
 
I went ahead and took a stab and drafting a few TPs. Let me know if you want to have a call
to discuss. As I stated in another email, our goal would be to get these out to the field to use
by COB Thursday, pending all approvals.
 
Thank you,
- Aislinn
 
On Wed, Aug 16, 2017 at 5:43 AM, 
wrote:

Good morning Aislinn, 
 
Please see below regarding activity in RGV today through next week. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions or need more information. 
 
Thank you, 

 

Begin forwarded message:
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Thanks,

 

M: 

 
 

 
--
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov
 

 
--
Aislinn Maestas
Public Affairs Specialist
External Affairs
Southwest Region, US Fish and Wildlife Service
Phone: 505-248-6599
aislinn_maestas@fws.gov
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From:
To: "Swift, Heather"; "Virginia Johnson"; "Maureen Foster"; "Harry Humbert"; "Laura Rigas"; "Pamela Barkin"; "Micah

Chambers"; "Casey Hammond"; "Joy Nicholopoulos";  

Cc:
Subject: Public & Congressional Affairs Coordination
Attachments: Public Congressional Affairs Working Group Agenda 052217.docx

Good afternoon, 

Pardon the time change again! We’re adjusting the first meeting to accommodate ensure IBWC and DOI can participate. I hope this works ok for
everyone. 

Happy Friday! 

Thanks,
 

Good afternoon, 

CBP’s Border Patrol and Air and Marine Program Management Office (BPAM PMO) would like to begin a weekly reoccurring meeting starting
Monday, May 22. Our goal is to develop a streamlined process for RFIs, provide public affairs/messaging guidance, and share important program and
project information/updates. Our understanding is that you are the points of contact for media and congressional coordination for IBWC, DOI/USFWS,
USACE, and DOJ. 

Please find an agenda attached for our first call. We also included a table with information for each participant to populate. If possible, please send me
your information and we will circulate a POC list. If there are others that are involved with coordinating external outreach or messaging for your
agency, please feel free to share their information so that they can be added to the meeting invitation. 

Thank you for your patience as we coordinate our communications and outreach efforts. We looking forward to the continued dialogue; please let me
know if you have any questions! 

Thanks, 

 

 

<<Public Congressional Affairs Working Group_Agenda_052217.docx>> 
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From:
To: Maestas, Aislinn; Newell, Russell
Cc: Range, Brent; Jonathan Andrew; 
Subject: FW: AAR - Interview with Telemundo and CBS/KENS San Antonio
Date: Monday, August 07, 2017 11:49:32 PM

FYSA – pretty generic content, but wanted to provide some visibility on CBP/USBP messaging in RGV
regarding the article below after USBP/BPAM met with local NGOs.
 
http://www.themonitor.com/news/immigration/article_a7237160-796f-11e7-a379-
837d144b424d.html
 
Thanks,

 

From:  
Sent: Monday, August 07, 2017 9:49 PM
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: FW: AAR - Interview with Telemundo and CBS/KENS San Antonio
 
Chief,
AAR on today's interviews.
Telemundo will air tonight.
KENS story will air tomorrow.

Director of Communications
RGV Sector Border Patrol
 

From: 
Sent: Monday, August 07, 2017 8:33:11 PM
To: 
Subject: RE: AAR - Interview

ALCON

The interview provided to  KENS 5 and   Telemundo 40 included
the bullets listed below.

·         RGV Border Patrol has been meeting with local stakeholders. governmental organizations
and non-governmental organizations to provide available information regarding the
proposed levee wall.
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From:
To:  Brent Range;

Jonathan Andrew; Stewart, Mendel; Joanna_Gilkeson@fws.gov; Zoutendyk, David; Gower, Patrick;
jdecker@blm.gov; 

Subject: CBP-DOI/FWS/BLM Fence Replacement Site Visit & Discussion
Attachments: CBP-SDC FWS Meeting Agenda FINAL 071317.doc

Good afternoon – 

Please find an agenda attached for the CBP FY17 Fence Replacement Project site visit and discussion attached. A PowerPoint presentation will be
provided at the meeting. Please note that  will be at the gate to let participants in. Her mobile number is . Also, please note
that the administration building is between two buildings within the breezeway facing north. 

We did not include a conference line for the project overview discussion at 1pm. If there are other participants who want to dial-in, please send me
their email addresses and we will coordinate a dial-in. 

Thank you, 

 

<<CBP-SDC FWS Meeting Agenda_FINAL_071317.doc>> 
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AGENDA 
 
10:00 – 10:15   Welcome, Introductions, & Depart for Site Visit  
 
10:30 – 12:00    FY17 San Diego Sector Fence/Wall Replacement Site Visit  

• Pedestrian Fence Replacement – 14 miles  
 
12:00 – 01:00     LUNCH  
 
01:00 CBP & USFWS: SDC Pedestrian Fence Replacement Project  

• Discuss FWS Input and Coordination  
 
CBP: FY17 Projects Overview & Levee/Border Wall Update   

  
Action Items & Next Steps  
 
Closing Comments   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



From:
To: Maestas, Aislinn; 
Cc:  Newell, Russell
Subject: CBP Public Affairs Guidance & Talking Points
Date: Monday, August 07, 2017 2:28:52 PM
Attachments: NGO Meeting Talking Points 080317 FINAL.DOCX

AAR RGV Wall NGO- Aug 3 2017.docx
PAG Border Wall Waiver FINAL.DOC
DOI Statement SDC Waiver DRAFT 080217.doc

Importance: High

Aislinn – Thank you for your call. Per our discussion, attached are the materials that were developed
for the NGO meeting last week referenced in the RGV article below. I’ve also attached a Public Affair
Guidance document developed for the SDC waiver that was published last week, in addition to a
draft DOI statement in response to the waiver for your visibility on other messaging efforts. I hope
this information provides some additional background. Please note that these materials aren’t being
share with the media or other external stakeholders directly. They are being used as guidance for
responding to inquiries and/or used during meetings with external stakeholders.
 

 – Aislinn and I discussed the planned protests at the Santa Ana Refuge this weekend. Aislinn will
be at the Refuge to coordinate and field media inquiries/coverage. FWS is developing a fact sheet to
distribute to media. FWS would like CBP to provide a statement/paragraph on what we’re doing,
why, and any other context we can provide externally. We are developing a draft statement and will
be sure to send it to you and  for review and for concurrence/approval with RGV Sector
leadership.
 
Please let me know if there are any questions or if we need to discuss further.
 
Thanks,

 
http://www.themonitor.com/news/immigration/article_a7237160-796f-11e7-a379-
837d144b424d.html
 
 

, BPAM PMO Communications
 
Kearns & West supporting
OFAM/FM&E/BPAM
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Department of the Interior 
Statement Concerning Real ID Act Waiver 

Invoked by Secretary John Kelly  
 Department of Homeland Security 

 
On July 26, 2017, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), executed a waiver of 
certain laws, regulations and other legal requirements in order to ensure the expeditious 
construction of border security infrastructure along our Nation’s southern border.  
Included in this waiver are environmental statutes and legal authorities associated with 
Department of the Interior (DOI) programs.   
 
Since January 25th, Customs and Border Protection (CBP) has been working to 
implement President Trump’s Executive Order 13767 - also known as Border Security 
and Immigration Enforcement Improvements. These efforts include planning for the 
construction of new infrastructure, the replacement of current border infrastructure with 
new and more effective systems, and the hiring of new agents and officers into the CBP 
ranks.  
 
DOI and its constituent bureaus have been working very closely with DHS to facilitate 
planning associated with the replacement of existing infrastructure and construction of 
new border security infrastructure in an environmentally responsible manner. The waiver 
is intended to cover border infrastructure projects located within the US Border Patrol’s 
San Diego sector including the replacement of approximately 15 miles of primary fence 
and construction of wall prototype. Although the waiver eliminates CBP’s requirements 
under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), CBP remains committed to 
responsible environmental stewardship and will continue to perform all important surveys 
for biological and natural resources, wetlands, culturally significant sites, and 
environmentally sensitive areas. In addition, CBP will continue to coordinate and consult 
with federal, state, and local stakeholders to identify and measure the potential for any 
impacts to resources present and develop appropriate mitigation strategies.    
 
Border security infrastructure will decrease the adverse environmental effects of illegal 
activities upon fragile plant and animal communities located within Interior lands. As 
such, DOI will continue to strongly execute its mission to protect and manage the 
Nation's natural resources and cultural heritage by coordinating closely with CBP in its 
implementation of Executive Order 13767.   




